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Kitchen Garden

Talkthrough
The younger children take the vegetables and herbs to

their school kitchen. The older children cut up the

vegetables and herbs. They roll out pastry and put it into

a dish. What do you think they are making?

12

We take the vegetables and the herbs

to our school kitchen.

We are going to make a pie.

?
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Observe and support
Can the child draw inferences about what they read?
What are the older children making? Who might it be for?
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The older children cut up the food.

They cut up the vegetables and the herbs.

They roll out some pastry and

put it in the pie dish.
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Kitchen Garden

Talkthrough
The older children are making a pie. They have to cook

the vegetables to make the pie filling. Then they mix in

eggs and herbs and put the mixture in the pie dish.
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They cook the vegetables.

?
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Observe and support
Can the child interpret the text using information in the
book and their own experience?
Why do the older children do the cooking while the

younger children watch?

15

They mix the vegetables,

herbs and eggs.

They put the mixture in the pie dish.
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Kitchen Garden

Talkthrough
The children say they love to eat the food from

their kitchen garden.

Comprehension check
What do the children do to look after their kitchen

garden?

Why do they have a kitchen garden at this school?

Should all schools have kitchen gardens? Why?

16

We love to eat the food from our kitchen garden.

?



Have the children make a set of
cards that retell all of the things

the children do in the book. Mix the
cards up. Children can then exchange
cards with a partner who puts the
cards in the right order.

Children could read simple
sentences in the text. Identify

compound sentences and the
conjunctions used. Practise joining
simple sentences together with
conjunctions.

Children could look through the
book to find words with other

words inside them: gardener, kitchen,
plants, small, seeds, etc.

For further literacy activities see
the accompanying book, AlphaWorld
Literacy Learning Activities: Early
Reading Levels 6–11. It contains two
reproducible blackline masters
specifically related to this book.

Responding to text

Can the child:
� recall an accurate sequence of
events in the book?
� understand the text at a literal,
inferential and interpretive level?
� correct own errors when reading?

� identify conjunctions?

Assessment



Kitchen Garden
Topic: School and community
Curriculum link: Society and
Environment; Living Things; Health –
attitudes and values
Text type: Description
Reading level: 9
Word count: 174
High-frequency words: we, in, make, put,
pull, have, a, at, our, of, and, what, for, the,
with, she, us, to, do, them, up, some, they
Vocabulary: kitchen, garden, seeds,
plants, ground, work, signs, water, grow,
vegetables, herbs, pick, pie, pastry, cook

Possible literacy focus
Understanding a sequence of events.
Making comparisons within a text.
Using conjunctions to make compound
sentences.

Summary
This book describes young children’s
experience of growing various plants in a
kitchen garden at school. They collect
some of the vegetables and herbs grown
and watch as older children prepare and
cook these for the younger children’s
lunch. The garden shown in the book is
an actual school garden.
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