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Setting the context
Ask: Do you know any chants or rhymes
that you can use to help you walk faster?
Share any you know with the children,
e.g. one, two, buckle my shoe.

Introducing the book
This book is a marching rhyme about a
group of children who go visiting. As they
go from house to house, they chant a
rhyme. It says: “One step, two steps,

three steps, four. Who lives behind this
big red door.” As they come to each door
they change their rhyme to match the
colour of the door.

Front cover
This book is called ‘One Step, Two Steps’.
Point out the use of the inflection ‘s’ to
indicate plurals. Read the title together.

Title page
Read the title together.
Can you see the ‘s’ at the end of ‘Steps’.
Why is there an ‘s’ at the end of this
word?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
The children are walking up to the big red door.
Kate lives there.
Read the text to the children.
Can you hear the words that rhyme?
Which ones are they?

?
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Observe and support
Can the child interpret the text at a literal level?
Who lives behind the big red door?
How do you know?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
Now the children are walking to the big black door.
Max lives there.
Read the text together with the children.
Can you hear the rhythm of the words?
How do we know to read the text this way?
Point out the commas. Explain their purpose.

?



5

Observe and support
Does the child use their knowledge of letter–sound
relationships to work out ‘black’ and ‘Max’?
What can you see at the start of that word?
What sound might it make? What could the word be?
Try it. Does it sound right?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
Now the children are walking to Lin’s door.
What colour is Lin’s door?
Point out the question mark.

?
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Observe and support
Does the child check their reading against other
information on the page?
What could you check to make sure that that word says
‘blue’?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
This is Jake. He lives behind the big green door.
Point out the exclamation mark. Model the expression
the exclamation mark indicates.

?
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Observe and support
Does the child read the page with attention to the
rhythm of the text? Read it to the child.
Can you clap the beat as I read?
Can you read it with me?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
Now the children are all together so they change their
rhyme and count backwards. They say, “Four steps,
three steps, two steps, one! Now it’s time to …”
Point out the ellipsis.
These marks tell us that the sentence is not finished.
What do you think the next page will say? What might
the last word be?

?
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Observe and support
Does the child understand the inference in the text?
Why have the children changed their rhyme?
Why aren’t there any doors on this page?
How did you work that out?
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One Step, Two Steps

Talkthrough
Were you right? How does the sentence finish?
What does ‘fun’ rhyme with?

Comprehension check
Who lives behind the big red door?
Why were the children gathering together?
Do children really chant poems as they walk along
the street?

?


