


Setting the context
Have you ever tried to teach a dog to do

something? How did you do it? What did the

dog do at first? Were you successful? Is it

easy to teach a dog to do things?

Discuss the children’s experiences.

Introducing the book
This book is about a boy and his dog. The

boy has taught his dog to do things.

Turn through the book, talking about the
skills the boy has taught his dog.

Front cover
Show the children the front cover of the
book. Discuss how they think the boy and
his dog get along together. Point out the
names of the author and the photographer.

Title page
This is the title page.

Read the title together.
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My Dog Pages 2–3

Talkthrough
In this book the boy is telling us the story. On this page, he says

that his dog is a very good dog. Why do you think she is a very

good dog?

Observe and support
Do the children know where to start reading and which
way to go? Can they make a return sweep?
Can you show me where to start reading? Where do I go next?

?
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This  is  my  dog.

She  is
a  very  good  dog.
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My Dog Pages 4–5

Talkthrough
Here the boy has taught her to do something. What is it?

What do you think he might teach her to do next?

Observe and support
Can the children read the text fluently?
Can you read this smoothly?

Assist the children by modelling fluent reading for
them if necessary.

?
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I  taught  her  to  sit
and  she  sat
on  me.
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I  taught  her  to  play
and  she  played
with  me.
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My Dog Page 12

12

Good  dog!

? Talkthrough
How is she a good dog?

Would she always be a good dog?

Point out the use of the exclamation mark. Explain
why the author used it.

After reading
Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support their answers
with evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
What things does the boy teach the dog to do?

What does the dog do?

Is the boy good at teaching his dog?

Is the dog a very good dog?


