


Setting the context
Show the children a selection of different
balls. Discuss the different games for which
the balls might be used.
What is your favourite ball game? What type

of ball do you use when you are playing it?

How big is the ball? How hard is the ball?

How do you use the ball? Do you hit it or

kick it?

Introducing the book
This book tells us about the different games

we can play with different balls.

Turn through the book, ensuring that the
children can identify each of the actions
depicted.

Front cover
Show the children the front cover of the
book. Discuss what the different types of
balls might be. Discuss how you would use
them.
What is your favourite type of ball? Why?

Title page
What is this book called? What do you

notice about the word ‘Balls’?

Point out that the word has double letters
in it.
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Talkthrough
What can the girl do with this ball?

Point out to the children the word ‘this’, as they may
be anticipating the word ‘the’ in the text.

?

Balls Pages 2–3

Observe and support
Do the children notice if the words they say do not
match the text? If they stop ask:
Why did you stop? What did you notice?

When they don’t notice such errors, ask them to 
re-read the text carefully and check that what they
read matches the text.
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I  can  kick
this  ball.
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Balls Pages 4–5

Talkthrough
This time the girl has a different ball.

Point to the picture and ask the children to see what
other equipment she is using.
What is the glove for? How would it help her to catch the ball?

Observe and support
Are the children able to infer meaning from the book?
What is the glove for?

?
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I  can  catch
this  ball.
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I  can  hit
this  ball.



12

Balls Page 12
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I  can  play
with  balls.

? Talkthrough
Here is a picture of all the balls. 

How many different balls can the girl play with? 

What is your favourite ball? Why?

After reading
Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support their answers
with evidence from the book as they discuss these
comprehension questions:
What things does the girl do with the balls?

On page 5 the girl is wearing a softball glove. Why do you think

she might need this?

On page 11 the girl is hitting a tennis ball. Is this the only thing

that can be done with a tennis ball?


