





Silkworms Pages 14-17

O

Talkthrough

Turn to pages 14-15

What do you think happens inside the cocoon?

What will come out of the cocoon?

What do you think happens once it is out of the cocoon?

Turn to pages 16-17

What has come out of the cocoon?

The silkworm moth now needs to mate and lay eggs. How many
eggs do you think the moth might lay?

Observe and support

Can the children use the information in the photographs and
the text to understand new vocabulary such as ‘chrysalis’?
What is a chrysalis?

What helped you to work that out?

Did you look at the pictures to help you?



Inside the cocoon Qutside the cocoon

Inside the cocoon, the silkworm caterpillar sheds When the silkworm moths come out of the
its skin and changes into a chrysalis. cocoons, they live for only three to four days.

They have a small mouth, but no teeth. They
After two or three weeks, the chrysalis becomes do not eat or drink.

a moth and is ready to leave the cocoon.

It makes a hole in the cocoon with a liquid

from its mouth.

Mating and quIng eggs After the moths have mated, the female
lays up to 500 tiny yellow eggs.
Silkworm moths cannot fly.

The males flutter around The life cycle of the silkworm moth

looking for a female. begins again.

The moths mate by joining

their tails together.




Silkworms Pages 18-20

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 18-19
This is a diagram explaining the life cycle of the silkworm. What is

a life cycle?
What can you see happening in this diagram?

Turn to page 20
This is a glossary. What is a glossary?
When would you need to use a glossary?

@ Observe and support

Can the children explain the diagram on this page?
What do the arrows tell us?

What do the symbols mean?

Does this life cycle have a beginning?

Can you explain the diagram?



Life cycle of a silkworm
—

Late spring
caterpillars make a cocoon

moths come out of a cocoon

leaves on mulberry tree

Early spring
eggs hatch

caterpillars feed and grow

new leaves on mulberry tree

Summer

moths lay eggs
leaves on mulberry tree

Autumn
eggs do not change

leaves fall from mulberry tree

Winter
eggs do not change

no leaves on mulberry tree

Glossary
chrysalis the part of its life when @ silkworm caterpillar
makes a case to live in as it changes into a moth
Ccocoon g home made from silk that a chrysalis lives in

glands  the part of its body where the silkworm mokes
liquid silk
hatch  to break out of an egg

moulting when a caterpillar peels its skin off and grows a
bigger skin

mulberry leaves leaves from a tree that silkworms feed on
shed peeling skin off

silk  a thin fibre that silkworms make their chrysalis from




Silkworms

After reading

Being a meaning maker

Encourage the children to support
their answers to these questions with
evidence from the book:

What happens when a silkworm gets too
big for its skin?

What happens inside the cocoon?

How many eggs does a female silkworm
lay?

Why do the eggs hatch in spring and
not in summer when they are laid?
What would happen if the eggs hatched
in winter?

Why does the silkworm moth only live
for three to four days?

Being a code breaker

Explore the following language

features:

* Verbs: feeding, growing, hatching,
laying, making, mating

* Vocabulary specific to the seasons

* Punctuation: capital letters, commas,
full stops, question marks

* Homophones: their/there, to/two/too

* Hearing sounds: words with the /th/
sound — moth, mouth, this, three,
through

* Number of syllables in words:
caterpillar, chrysalis, cocoon, glands,
hatch, mating, moth, moult,
silkworm

Being a text user

What sort of book is this?

What information does this book give
you?

Apart from the text, how else is the
information in this book presented?
Why would you read a book like this?

Being a text critic

What does the author think about
silkworms?

Would everyone be interested in a book
like this?

How do you think the author found out
about silkworms?



Responding to text

6 The children could revisit the chart
made before reading the book and work

together to fill in the final column (L):

What we have learnt about silkworms (L).

If the children have any unanswered

questions (W), they could use the Internet

and other resources to find the answers and

add this information to the final column (L).

The children could choose a word from

the text that is new to them (chrysalis,
cocoon, mulberry tree). They could write the
word on a card, write a sentence to explain
the word and add an illustration. These could
be displayed to make an information board
about silkworms.

The children could use playdough to

make models of the different stages of a
silkworm’s life cycle. They could make labels
for each different stage (eggs, silkworm
caterpillar, chrysalis, silkworm moth).

Possible assessment focus

Writing links

Read the picture storybook The Very Hungry
Caterpillar by Eric Carle to the children. Ask
the children to help you write a similar story
about a silkworm. It could be called The Very
Hungry Silkworm.

The children could research another type of
caterpillar and write a book about it,
modelled on Silkworms.

Can the children:

e explain the life cycle of the silkworm using the diagram

and the text?

e explain given words from the text (chrysalis, cocoon,

moulting, mulberry leaves)?

whole text activity

@ sentence activity

@ word activity



Topic: Science/ Animal Kingdom/ Time
Curriculum link: Natural Science

Text type: Explanation

Reading level: 17

Word count: 328

Vocabulary: caterpillar, chrysalis, cocoon,
glands, hatch, mating, moth, moult,

mulberry tree, silkworm

Possible literacy focus:

* Understanding the text at the three levels:
literal, interpretive and inferential.

e Interpreting information from a diagram.

* Understanding new words: chrysalis, cocoon,
moulting, mulberry leaves.

ESL possibilities:
* Scan the text to find words from the glossary.

* Explain the lifecycle of silkworms in your
own words using the diagram as a reference.
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Summary

This book is a report about the life cycle of
silkworms from eggs to caterpillars, cocoons
and moths.

ISBN 0-7253-3060-0
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