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At Lunchtime Pages 18–20

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 18–19
What is the boy’s grandpa doing?

What do you think his favourite sandwich might be?

What do you think the boy’s grandma might be saying to him?

Turn to page 20
What is the same about the boy and his grandpa in these photos?

Observe and support
Ask a child to read aloud to you.
Does the child pay attention to punctuation to support
expressive reading?
Where are the quotation marks?

What do these tell you about who is talking and how to read

this sentence?

Where is the question mark?

How does this affect the way you should read this sentence?

Can you see the exclamation mark?

How should you read this sentence?

?
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At Lunchtime

After reading

Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support
their answers to these questions with
evidence from the book:
What is the boy’s favourite sandwich?

Who has the same favourite sandwich?

Where does the boy’s dad work?

What does the boy’s dad take for his

lunch?

Where does the boy’s mum work?

When does she have lunch?

What does the boy’s grandma do once

a week?

Being a code breaker
Explore the following language
features:
• Compound words: afterwards,

everyone, lunchbox, lunchtime,
newspaper

• Apostrophes for contractions: can’t,
don’t, they’re

• Punctuation: capital letters, commas,
exclamation marks, full stops,
question marks, quotation marks

• Homonyms: by/buy, to/too

• Words that contain the /ch/ sound:
cheese, lunch, lunchbox, lunchtime

• Words with double letters: cannot,
cheese, different, feeding, middle,
sitting, too, week

Being a text user
What type of book is this: a recount or a

narrative?

Does it teach you anything?

Who is telling you about their family?

Being a text critic
Do all children like to eat sandwiches?

Why do you think the author might have

chosen to write about what people do at

lunchtime?

What message does the author want to

give you?



Responding to text

The children could fill in a data chart
about the family in the book.

The children could draw their lunchbox
and its contents. They could label the

contents.

The children could look through the
book to write a list of ‘food words’

(lunch, sandwich, fruit, drink, cheese, egg,
lunchbox, snacks, flask, bakery, lunchtime,
salad, vegetables, meat). The children could
then look through other books or magazines
to find other food words to add to the list.

Writing links

You could model the writing of an
instructional piece on how to make your
favourite sandwich. The children could use
your writing as a model to write about how to
make their favourite sandwiches. These could
be compiled into a class book, ‘Our favourite
sandwiches and how to make them’.

Discuss the features of this recount: it is set in
the present, it is about more than one person,
it has dialogue. The children could use these
features when they write their own recount
about what members of their family do at
lunchtime.

Possible assessment focus
Can the children:
• explain the features of this particular recount?
• discuss the text at a literal level to explain what each

person likes for lunch?
• identify words used to show the present tense?
• identify the quotation marks in the book?

whole text activity sentence activity word activity

Family What they Where Other
member like to eat they eat information

for lunch their lunch



At Lunchtime

Topic: Leisure/ Time/ Community

Curriculum link: Study of Society

Text type: Recount (multiple)

Reading level: 14

Word count: 461

Vocabulary: cheese, favourite, flask, fruit,

lunch, lunchbox, lunchtime, nursery,

sandwich, snacks

Possible literacy focus:
• Identifying the features of a multiple

recount.
• Discussing what each person does at

lunchtime.
• Identifying the words that show the text is

written in the present tense.
• Reading the dialogue in the text.

ESL possibilities:
• Identify words that express time: evening,

early in the morning, middle of the day, once
a week.

• Practise the pronunciation of ‘es’ in
‘sandwiches’: try other ‘es’ words such as
‘oranges’ and ‘buses’.
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Summary
In this book a young boy describes what he and
the other people in his family do at lunchtime.




