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The Children’s Farm Pages 18–20

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 18–19
What do you think the girl is feeding the horse?

Do you think the children are enjoying riding the horses? How can

you tell?

Turn to page 20
What did the children do at the farm?

What things do you think the children learnt at the farm?

Do you think you might like to be a farmer when you grow up?

Why or why not?

Observe and support
Can the children use a range of strategies to help with
decoding?
When needed, you could say:
What is happening in the photo?

What sort of word needs to go here?

What do you notice about the word?

What would make sense here?

?
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The Children’s Farm

After reading

Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support
their answers to these questions with
evidence from the book:
What farm animals are in this book?

What jobs does Sara do on this farm?

Who visits this farm?

What can children do when they visit the

farm?

Why does this farm exist?

How is it the same as other farms? How

is it different?

Being a code breaker
Explore the following language
features:
• Word families: ‘ar’ – barn, car, farm,

farmers, Sara, star
• Punctuation: capital letters, commas,

exclamation marks, full stops
• Plurals: animals, chickens, ducks,

eggs, goats, lambs, pellets, visitors
• Language used to indicate that the

text is written in the first person: I,
me, my, us, we

• Use of the possessive apostrophe:
Children’s Farm

Being a text user
Is this a factual or fictional book?

How do you know?

How could the author have found out

about Sara and the farm where she

works?

What did you learn about farms from

reading this book?

Being a text critic
Do all the children like visiting farms?

Why might city children enjoy visiting a

farm like this one?

If you were the author, what questions

would you have asked Sara about her

farm?



Responding to text

The children could fill out a data chart:

The children could write some
questions that they would like to ask

Sara. Remind them to use a question mark at
the end of each question.

The children could draw and label the
farm animals that were on the

Children’s Farm.

Writing links

Discuss this question:
Would you like to be a farmer?
You could then model writing two responses
outlining reasons why you would or would
not like to be a farmer. For example: I would
like to be a farmer because …; I would not
like to be a farmer because…

The children could write about a real or
imagined visit to a farm. Encourage them to
write their recount in the first person.

Possible assessment focus
Can the children:
• understand the text at the literal level?
• explain that the book is written from one person’s point of

view?
• share a personal response to the text?
• read the text fluently?

whole text activity sentence activity word activity

Name of Food this How to look
animal animal eats after this

animal



The Children’s Farm

Topic: Farm/ Animal Kingdom/ Roles and

Responsibilities

Curriculum link: Study of Society

Text type: Recount

Reading level: 13

Word count: 390

Vocabulary: animals, barn, chickens, ducks,

farm, goats, horses, lambs, machines, pellets,

visitors

Possible literacy focus:
• Identifying the different animals and jobs

that need to be done on the farm.
• Finding words that show the text is written

in the first person.
• Giving a personal response to the book:

Would you like to be a farmer? Why or
why not?

ESL possibilities:
• Identify plural nouns.
• Practise accurate reading of the plural ‘s’.
• Identify personal pronouns in the text.
• Distinguish between singular (I, my) and

plural (we, us) forms.

ISBN 0- 7253- 3043- 0

9 780725 330439
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Summary
This book tells us how Sara looks after the
animals on the farm. The children visit the
farm to find out about the animals that live
there.




