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Shadows and Shade Pages 18–20

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 18–19
This section is about shadow puppets. 

Shadow puppets can be used to tell a story.

Look at the diagram. Where is the light?

Where is the puppet?

Where can the audience see the shadow made by the puppet?

Turn to page 20
This is an index. An index helps us to find information in a book.

When might you use an index?

Observe and support
Are the children able to point out different features in the text?
Where is the section heading?

Why would a book like this have section headings?

What is the heading on this page? 

What is the purpose of an index?

?
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Shadows and Shade

After reading

Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support
their answers to these questions with
evidence from the book:
What is a shadow?

What is needed to make a shadow?

Where can you find shadows?

How can shadows help us to tell the

time?

How can shadows help to protect us?

How do animals and plants protect

themselves from the sun?

Why is shade important to us?

Being a code breaker
Explore the following language
features:
• Hearing sounds: words that contain

the /sh/ sound – bushes, shade,
shadow, shape, shining, shows

• Vocabulary: words with the word
‘sun’ in it – sunburn, sundials, sunny

• Punctuation: capital letters, commas,
full stops, question marks 

• Words that describe opposites:
cool/warm, night/day, outside/inside 

Being a text user
What type of text is this: narrative or

information?

What does this book teach you?

Do you need to read this book from the

start to the finish? Why?

Being a text critic
What did the author need to know

before writing this book?

How might the author have found this

information?

How could we check if the information

is correct?



Responding to text

The children could make their own
sundial using strong cardboard and

tape. They could put it outside and watch
how the shadows change. Using a torch
against a white background, the children
could also try to make moving shadows with
their hands.

The children could go outside on a
sunny day and make shadows. Each

child could draw a labelled diagram of a
friend and his/her shadow. They could then
swap roles.

The children could list all of the words
from the book that have the /sh/ sound.

They could add to their lists by looking
through other familiar texts.

Writing links

Model how to take notes from a factual text.
Ask the children to help you identify the
main points made on each page. Write these
down as you go.

The children could write a list of all the
things they know about shadows and shade.
They could compare lists with a partner. A
class list of statements about shadows and
shade could be compiled.

Possible assessment focus
Can the children:
• understand the text at the literal level?
• discuss information about shadows and shade with

reference to both the photographs and the illustrations?
• locate words in the text that contain the /sh/ sound?

whole text activity sentence activity word activity
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