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At the Weekend Pages 14–17

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 14–15
Who do you think the boy is with? 

What makes you think so?

What do you like to play on at the playground?

Turn to pages 16–17
How many people are in this family?

What is the girl doing with her mum?

Do you like helping in the garden?

Observe and support
Do the children monitor their own reading and notice when
they make a mistake?
How did you know that you made an error? What did you think

about? 

If the children continue reading without correcting an error,
you might say: 
Did that sound right? What could go there? What would sound

right?

?



9



10

At the Weekend Pages 18–20

Talkthrough
Turn to pages 18–19
Where do you think this girl has gone? 

What clues tell you that she went to the library?

Would you like to go to the library at the weekend? Why or why

not?

Turn to page 20 
The text says, ‘Today is Monday!’ 

Why have the children got their backpacks and bags?

How do you feel on Mondays? Why?

Observe and support
Can the children use information in the text and the
photographs to understand new vocabulary?
What is a library?

If you do not know the meaning of the word, what would help you

to work it out?

?
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At the Weekend

After reading

Being a meaning maker
Encourage the children to support
their answers to these questions with
evidence from the book:
Where do the children go at the

weekend?

What do the children like to do at the

weekend?

Do the children have brothers and

sisters?

Who do the children do things with at

the weekend?

Being a code breaker
Explore the following language
features:
• Words with three syllables:

afternoon, elephant, family,
favourite, Saturday 

• Apostrophe for contraction: it’s 
• Punctuation: capital letters, commas,

full stops, exclamation marks
• Compound words: afternoon,

sometimes, weekend
• Words with double letters: afternoon,

all, books, choose, different, good,

school, see, swimming, week,
weekend, zoo

• Words ending in ‘ing’: gardening,
going, playing, swimming

• Days of the week: Friday, Saturday,
Monday

Being a text user
This text is a recount. What do you think

that means?

Who is telling us about their weekends?

What have you learnt by reading this

book?

Being a text critic
Are all families the same?

Do all families do things together at the

weekend?

Does everyone like weekends?



Responding to text

The children could revisit the list made
before reading the book. After reading

the list they could add any activities from the
text that were not on the original. As a group,
they could create a mural showing activities
that could be done at the weekend. They
could write captions for their pictures.

The children could draw a picture of
their family doing an activity at the

weekend. They could then write about what
they are doing.

The children could hunt through the
text to find words that have two and

three syllables. They could list these and then
add more words to each list.

Writing links

Begin the writing of a recount. For example:
At the weekend I went for a walk. I came to a
big, empty house. Invite a child to tell you the
next sentence. Then ask different children to
continue the story. The children could
illustrate the story when it is complete.

The children could write a recount about one
of their favourite weekends.

Possible assessment focus
Can the children:
• explain the features of this particular recount?
• identify the number of syllables in selected words from the

text?
• read the text fluently?
• read with expression?

whole text activity sentence activity word activity
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Summary
This book tells us what four different children
like to do at the weekend. The children also
introduce us to their families.




